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Research Project Statement 


Thesis 
A biblical understanding of doctrine of the Trinity comprises both an eternal equality of 


essence and an eternal distinction of persons of the members within the Trinity.! 


Eternal Equality of Essence 

Reason: The eternal equality of essence preserves the full deity of the members within the 
Trinity. 

Evidence: 

The Great Commission formula 's use of the singular “name” in Matthew 28:19 affirms 
the eternal equality of essence among the members of the Trinity.” 

The Council of Nicaea paved the way in settling the debate on the equality of essence 
among the members of the Trinity, specifically with regard to the equality of essence between the 
Father and the Son. 

The classical model of the Trinity is a Trinitarian model emphasizing the eternal equality 
of essence among the members of the Trinity and their collective work as the work of the 


Godhead.* 


l- Augustine of Hippo, “On the Trinity,” in St. Augustin: On the Holy Trinity, Doctrinal 
Treatises, Moral Treatises, ed. Philip Schaff, trans. Arthur West Haddan, A Select Library of the 
Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers of the Christian Church (Buffalo, NY: Christian Literature 
Company, 1887), 20. 


2. Malcolm B. Yarnell, God the Trinity: Biblical Portraits (Nashville, TN: B&H 
Academic, 2016), 19-70. 


3. Stephen R. Holmes, Paul D. Molnar, Thomas H. McCall, and Paul S. Fiddes, Two 
Views on the Doctrine of the Trinity, ed. Jason S. Sexton and Stanley N. Gundry, Zondervan 
Counterpoints Series (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2014), 25—112. 


Eternal Distinction of Persons 

Reason: The eternal distinction of persons preserves the triune relationship of the 
members within the Trinity. 

Evidence: 

The eternal generation of the Son is one explanation which affirms the eternal distinction 
of persons, specifically with regard to the eternal distinction between the Father and the Son.* 

The eternal functional subordination of the Son is another explanation which affirms the 
eternal distinction of persons, specifically with regard to the eternal distinction between the 
Father and the Son. However, the eternal functional subordination of the Son is a more contested 
explanation compared to the eternal generation of the Son, so other forms of evidence take 
priority over it (eternal functional subordination can be refuted more easily than other forms of 
evidence). 

The eternal procession of the Spirit (with or without an affirmation of the Filioque) 
affirms the eternal distinction of persons, specifically with regard to the eternal distinction of the 
person of the Spirit. 

The eternally ordered social model of the Trinity is one Trinitarian model that affirms the 
eternal distinction of persons with regard to the Trinity without undermining the eternal equality 
of essence with regard to the Trinity. 

The creedal relational model of the Trinity is another Trinitarian model that affirms the 


eternal distinction of persons with regard to the Trinity, specifically examining the relations 


4 Fred Sanders, et al., TH361 Perspectives on the Trinity: Eternal Generation and 
Subordination in Tension, Logos Mobile Education (Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press, 2017), 
Fred Sanders-Summary Statement. 


> Bruce A. Ware, “Christian Worship and ‘Taxis’ Within the Trinity,” Southern Baptist 
Journal of Theology 16, no. 1 (2012): 29. 


6. Fred Sanders and Klaus Issler, ed., Jesus in Trinitarian Perspective: An Introductory 
Christology (Nashville, TN: B&H Publishing Group, 2007), 47-48. 


among each of the persons in the Trinity.’ 


1. Stephen R. Holmes, Paul D. Molnar, Thomas H. McCall, and Paul S. Fiddes, Two 
Views on the Doctrine of the Trinity, ed. Jason S. Sexton and Stanley N. Gundry, Zondervan 
Counterpoints Series (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2014), 113-58. 


